HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
subjugated and devastated at the first blow Dewnamputtan,
and hastened to Tanjorc, but found the disgrace of defeat and
reached Arcot. Then he laid siege to Chennapattan and created
great confusion. But on the arrival of the army of the sarktir,
the fortunes were reversed. On account of the scarcity of
provisions and desertion of a large number of men, M, Lally
poured the dust of shame and despair on the head of his hopes.
Just when the cord of his desire was broken owing to his atuck
on the fort and the failure, three ships arrived from BengaU.
On seeing them M. Lally left his heavy equipage and ran away
towards Kanji in great confusion. After this the besieged in
the fort of Chennapattan found their salvation from the
calamity of the siege, opened the doors of the fort and congra-
tulated one another.
Colonel Coote reached the fort, as soon as his ships had
anchored. Abdul-Wahhab Khan Bahadur and Muhammad
Yusuf Khan Bahadur received George Becket and Colonel
Coote with great joy. The army in the ship landed and
collected outside the fort. Then, according to the suggestion
of George Becket, Abdu'i-Wahhab Khan Bahadur wrote an
br$da$ht to Hazrat-i-Ala.
Abdu'l-Wahhab Khan Bahadur, in accordance with the
desire of Becket, got ready, with great quickness, bulk to drag
cannon, beasts of burden, tents and other necessary things, from
every quarter, by his own alertness and vigour. Then a big
well-equipped army started under the command of Colonel
Coote accompanied by the armies of by Abdu'l-Wahhab Khan
(1) On the evening of February 16th, six sails were descried to the north-
ward which anchored at 8 p.m» The French abandoned their camp at San
Thome and ordered their outposts to join at the Powder Mill with a view to
retreat tfxe next morning. M. Lally, had, in reality, taken the resolve to
retreat* two days before the ships appeared. Their opportune arriva.1 ha»~
tened the retreat and doubtless saved the Black Town from destruction
of Old Madras, Vol. II, p. 551). M. Laliy retreated to
Arcat where he arranged for the provisioning of the army*
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